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Bernie was also known to have one of the 

biggest hearts in town. She had an infectious 
love for people and always had a hot meal 
ready when her many friends stopped by to 
visit. Known for her bright, loving eyes and 
scintillating smile, even people Bernie had met 
decades before in the hospital would stop to 
greet her on the street. 

Mr. Speaker, although Bernice Toonen Coo-
per is no longer with us, her charitable, loving 
spirit left an indelible mark on countless resi-
dents in Durango. Bernie was a true credit to 
her profession and her community, and I am 
honored to tell her story here today. My 
thoughts and prayers are with her family and 
friends during this difficult time.
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to Robert and Shirley Fortinsky 
as they are honored as ‘‘Amudei Tzibor’’ or 
‘‘Pillars of the Community’’ at the 81st Annual 
Dinner Meeting of Temple Israel on Sunday, 
November 2nd at the Woodlands Inn and Re-
sort in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, Bob and Shirley Fortinsky 
have built successful businesses and have 
continued what is a family tradition of hard 
work and success, commitment to their com-
munity, and a focus on the value of education. 
They both have been long involved in Temple 
Israel and are noted for their philanthropy and 
community activism. 

Robert is a Past President and Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Temple Israel. He 
was the Chairman of the 1972 United Jewish 
Appeal campaign, the 1985 Israel Bond cam-
paign, and the 1989 Pennsylvania drive for the 
Chair of Jewish Studies at Penn State Univer-
sity. Bob is a past recipient of the B’nai B’rith 
Lodge Community Service Award and the 
Anti-Defamation League Distinguished Com-
munity Service Award. 

Shirley is affiliated with organizations focus-
ing on community service, health and the arts. 
She serves on the Boards of Directors of the 
Association for the Blind, Family Service Asso-
ciation, the F. M. Kirby Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and the Domestic Violence Serv-
ice Center. The Wilkes-Barre Jewish Federa-
tion presented Shirley with a Distinguished 
Service Award in 1993. 

Bob and Shirley, with their deep respect for 
education, have donated Fortinsky Hall to 
Wilkes University, helped to create the Center 
for Technology, and provided the Fortinsky 
Auditorium to the Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
campus.

A graduate of Penn State following service 
in the United States Army, Bob presently 
serves as a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Penn State University and is a past Chair-
man of the Board of the Penn State Wilkes-
Barre campus. He is a member of the King’s 
College Century Club, Wilkes University’s 

John Wilkes Society, and the Mount Nittany 
Society of Penn State. Bob is also affiliated 
with The Luzerne National Bank, the Inter-
national Textile Society, the Wyoming Busi-
ness Club, and the Luzerne Foundation. 

They have two daughters, Jill Fortinsky 
Schwartz and Judith Null, who are lifelong 
members of Temple Israel. Shirley and Bob’s 
seven grandchildren attended Temple Israel 
Religious School and celebrated their respec-
tive Bar and Bat Mitzvahs at the Temple. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and privilege to 
represent these community leaders and to rec-
ognize their commitment to the community.

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. PAUL R. JONES 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
during National Chemistry Week to recognize 
Dr. Paul R. Jones from the University of North 
Texas, which is located in my district, for his 
outstanding career as an educator and re-
searcher in the field of Organic Chemistry. 

On Tuesday, Congress voted to pass H. 
Res. 395 that recognized the importance of 
national contributions made by those involved 
with the field of chemistry. I am proud to rec-
ognize the work of Dr. Paul R. Jones. 

As a student at The University of North 
Texas, I had the opportunity to take one of Dr. 
Jones Chemistry courses which helped inspire 
me to pursue a career in medicine. Dr. Jones 
received his PhD from Purdue University in 
1966 and has taught at The University of 
North Texas for the last thirty-five years. While 
educating eager students, Dr. Jones served as 
an officer in the American Chemistry Society 
and the Alpha Chi Sigma Professional Chem-
istry Fraternity. 

Dr. Jones once said that the greatest fulfill-
ment he gets out of life is seeing his students 
succeed; and I am here to say that his work 
as an educator truly did inspire me, and I’m 
sure countless other students. Dr. Paul R. 
Jones should serve as motivation for other 
educators. 

Once again, I’d like to express my gratitude 
to Dr. Paul R. Jones for his dedication to the 
field of Chemistry, and for the knowledge he 
provided to me and thousands of other stu-
dents over his long, successful career at The 
University of North Texas.
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HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Clinton Beamon Jones III is cele-

brating the arrival of his son, Clinton Beamon 
Jones IV; and 

Whereas, Clinton Beamon was born on the 
sixteenth Day of August, 2003, and weighed 
five pounds and ten ounces; and 

Whereas, Mr. Jones is proud to welcome 
his new son into his home; and 

Whereas, Clinton Beamon will be a blessed 
addition to his family, bringing love, joy and 
happiness for many years to come; 

Therefore, I join with Members of Congress 
and Congressional Staff in celebrating with 
Clinton Beamon Jones III and wishing Clinton 
Beamon Jones IV a very Happy Birthday.
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CONGRATULATING THE NATIVITY 
PARISH OF SCRANTON, PENN-
SYLVANIA ON ITS 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Nativity Parish in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania as it celebrates its 100th Anni-
versary on November 1st. I ask that my col-
leagues pay tribute to this Parish that has 
been an integral part of the Scranton commu-
nity over the last century. 

The story of the Nativity Parish begins on 
February 2, 1902 when Reverend Michael J. 
Hoban, Bishop of Scranton, announced that a 
new parish would be built on the corner of 
Hemlock Street and South Webster Avenue. 
The Parish, built on the same property where 
the first Catholic Church in Scranton stood, 
would be called Nativity of Our Lord. 

Led by Father James A. O’Reilly, the Nativ-
ity Parish celebrated its first mass on Novem-
ber 1, 1903 at St. John’s T.A.B. hall. It is this 
date that marks the official beginning of the 
Nativity Parish. 

On May 23, 1904, new ground was broken 
for the present Nativity Church. A few months 
later, on July 31st, Bishop Hoban laid the first 
cornerstone. On July 16, 1905, the lower 
Church was officially dedicated. 

After Father O’Reilly’s passing in the spring 
of 1907, Reverend John J. Loughran was ap-
pointed Pastor of the Nativity. He would re-
main with the Church until his own passing in 
the spring of 1940. During his long and distin-
guished tenure with the Parish, Dr. Loughran 
oversaw the expansion of the Nativity Parish, 
including the additions of the Rectory in 1909, 
upper Church in 1911, and the school and 
convent in 1933. 

Mr. Speaker, because of the leadership dis-
played by Bishop Hoban, Reverend O’Reilly, 
and Reverend Loughran, the Nativity Parish 
became an exemplary institution in the city of 
Scranton. The dedication of these men to both 
their religion and their community resulted in a 
beautiful Church being built to serve the resi-
dents of Scranton. 

Today, under the stewardship of Reverend 
Joseph R. Kelly this congregation remains a 
vital organization for the city of Scranton and 
her people. As the new Congressman rep-
resenting the City of Scranton, it is a privilege 
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the Na-
tivity Parish.
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MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 6, ENERGY POLICY ACT 
OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
oppose a motion offered by Representative 
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